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SAN jORGE DOS

Chilc~ Septembt-;! 14th of 2005

Docket Clerk
Marketing Order Administx-ation Branch
Fruit and Vegetable Programs
AMS, USDA
1400 Indcpc;ndence Avenue, SW
STOP 0237
Washington. DC 20250-0237

FAX (202) 720-8938
E-MAIL moab.docketclc;rk@usda ..gov
INTERNET bUD:;! /www. reP:u1ations. sr.Q~

RE:

Docket No. FVO.3-925-1 PR
Federal ~gister Vol. 70, No.1 00, Page 30001
Grnpes Grown in a Designatcd Area of Southeastern California and Imported
Table Grapes: Proposed Change in Regulatory Period
COMMENTS IN oPPOSmON TO PROPOSED ClL\NGE

Dear Docket Clerk:

SOCIEDAD AGRiCOLA SAN JORGE DOS LTDA. opposes thc above
referenced change in the effective date of Table Grape Marketing Order 925 811d the
companion Table Grape Import Regulation 4 that will further restrict table grapes
supplied from Chile. SOClEDAD AGRiCOLA SAN JORGE DOS L TDA is in the
business of ~rting Chilean agricultural commodities. and ships approximately 220.000
offtesh table grapes to the U.S. during the: t11onths of January tllrough April

SOCIEDAD AORICOLA SAN JORGE Dos L TDA concurs with, and incorporates
hercin by reference, the d~tai]cd comments and supporting data submitted by ASOEX,
the Chilean Exporters Association. Specifically, SOCIEDAD AORfcOLA SAN JORGE DOs
L TDA. urges the agency to rcject the proposed change in the tegiUatory period:

1. The Proposed Rule imposes marketing order stHndards on Chilean
supplies when no domestic varieties are avai)able, and therefore
constitutes a non-tariff barrier contrary to the tenus ofWTO Agreements
and the U.S.-Chile Free Trade Agreement,
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2. The Proposed Rule asses~s ifispec60n fees starting April 1 when no

domestic supplies are being so charged, and thereby viobates Articl~ III
and Artic~e VIII of OA TT 1994.

3. The change in"the beginning effective date of Marketing Order 925 and
Tablc Grape hrtport Regulatioh 4 from April 20 to April 1 will have a
direct negative impact on our business AGRiCOLA SAN JORGE DOS
LTDA ships 70.000 boxes offte:sh table grapes to the U.S. from Aprill to
Aprl120. lftbe Propo~ Rule should be adOl'te~ the estimated value of
the table grapcs ro be excluded from shipment is US$630.000.

4. The Proposed Rule does not contaiD any evidence of circumvention by
Cbjlean table grapes sufficient to WatTant the proposed change.

5. The change in date from April 20 to April I v.ill create an artificial
shortage of tAble iI'apes since there is no other commercially significa.nt
and reliable supply from any source other than Chile.

6. Thc Cb1l~an grapes suppJi~d from Aprll1 to the ear1i(';St commercially
significant suppli~ of grapes from ~achelIa Valley in California meet
marlc.eting spetifica.uons ttom ret1ill chains that are more stringent in some
~pects th3n the marketing order requirements.

7. The proposed cha.nge CMnot be validly based on a 20 year-old survey of
cold storage p~ic~.

8. The proposed change can not bo justified under the criteria. established by
the AMAA. for It change in tbe bcgitU1ing effective date ofMerketing
Ordcr ~2S or the oompmion Table Qrapc Impon Rcgulation 4 in view of
!be record prices received by Coa.chella Valler'f£1I;°wc;rs in ~e I~t twr.
$casons. f ; ( !
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